
Support for Major Interdisciplinary Laboratory Equipment (SMILE) Scheme-2022 

Under the SMILE-2022 scheme the Institute will provide support for procurement of major 

equipment in the areas of research where a long-felt need exists or for supporting new thrust 

areas of research. Only major facilities costing above Rs. 25 Lacs (including AMC for three 

years, warranty and all accessories) will be considered for support under this scheme. The 

proposals will be shortlisted for presentation according to the following guidelines. 

 Guidelines 

1. Proposals for purchase of major research equipment are invited from a group of faculty 

members drawn from across different Departments/Centers of the Institute with a coherent 

research plan of action for effective utilization of the facility to be created. 

2. Submission of the Proposal: The proposals (according to the prescribed proforma) are to 

be submitted to the SRIC office taking into account the scope of the Scheme. 

3. The proposals should be duly forwarded by the concerned Head(s) of the 

Departments/Centers. 

4. It is essential to involve at least two departments/centres to maintain the interdisciplinary 

nature of the scheme and at least three users for the equipment, who should be clearly 

identified in the proposal. The Head(s) of the other Department(s) / Center(s) associated 

with the proposal will also be required to recommend the proposal along with the Head of 

the lead Department/Center. 

5. The lead Department/Center is expected to contribute significantly to the infrastructural 

support required, such as space and manpower, for the equipment to be purchased. The 

other associated Department(s) /Center(s) shall contribute in terms of running and 

maintenance costs of the equipment, which will be decided by a user committee duly 

approved by the Dean SRIC. 

6. Fair access shall be ensured to all the users who wish to use the facility. 

7. Proposals for upgrading obsolete research equipment or any obsolete subsystem of any 

existing equipment may also be considered under this initiative. 

8. Matching grants/partial grants from external agencies (such as UAY / IMPRINT/SAP 

schemes etc.) are desirable. The necessary documents for such matching grants should be 

provided by the proposer while submitting the proposal. 

9. The proposal must include a plan for maintenance of the equipment beyond the warranty 

period. It is to be mentioned in the proposal whether trained manpower is required for the 

long term maintenance and the plan to meet the requirement may be stated in the proposal. 

10. A proposal shall have only ONE major research equipment for purchase for which the 

budgetary quotations with a validity of 3 months must be included in the proposal. 

11. Requirements of site preparation for installation of the equipment such as flooring, ceiling, 

electric supply, air conditioning, compressed air, water and drainage should be clearly 

indicated in the proposal. 

12. Proposals for purchase of stand-alone application software, servers, workstations, PCs 

shall not be considered. 

13. An outline of the recent research activities of the user group should be included in the 

proposal. 



14. A note should also be given on how the purchase of the new equipment is likely to enhance 

the impact of research activities and outcomes and submission of more sponsored project 

proposals. 

15. There is no restriction on the number of proposals from a Department/Center. All proposals 

received by the due date shall be reviewed by a committee of nominated members and 

chaired by the Dean SRIC. Its recommendations will be forwarded to the Director, and the 

Dean SRIC will make the final announcement as per the approval of the Director. 

16. One faculty member can be associated with a maximum of TWO proposals only including 

his/her role as both PI and Co-PI. 

17. The faculty members who have received support as the Lead proposers in 2017 or 2018 

SMILE scheme will be eligible for support from SMILE 2022 only if they have been able 

to secure an externally funded project, as PI, after that support. They can, however, be a 

member of the interdisciplinary team for a new proposal.  

Soft copies of the proposals should be submitted to Dr. Rona Banerjee <ronab.adm@iitr.ac.in> 

latest by 10 May 2022. 

   

  



Proforma of the Proposal 

1.  Title: 

2.  Description of the major research Equipment (maximum of 300 words, please include 

manufacturer's brochures and technical specifications). 

3.  Background and Justification. 

4.  Technical impact envisaged on R&D activities in the research area. 

5.  Budget estimate (support with manufacturer's budgetary quote). 

6.  Details of the matching grant / partial grant (if any) (support with documentary evidence). 

7.  User profile of the equipment to be acquired. 

8.  Infrastructure details (e. g. space, flooring, ceiling, AC, electric supply, water, drainage 

and compressed air). The concurrence of the HOD of the lead Department / Center is needed 

under this section. 

9.  Maintenance plan (if applicable, the concurrence of the HOD(s) of the associated 

Department(s) / Center(s) is needed under this section.) 

10.   Manpower requirement for maintenance of equipment 

11.   Profile of research activities of the proposers during the last five years in the form of: 

a.      PI and Co-PI of Sponsored Research projects (completed and ongoing) 

b.     List of publications in good journals, such as Q1 etc. in the last Five years 

c.      Ph.D. theses supervised 

d.     List of scientific/ technical books written 

e.      List of patents 

12.   Any other information in support of the proposal. 

13.   Method of evaluation of the usefulness of the proposed equipment (to be suggested by the 

14.   proposer(s)). 

Information submitted as above is true and is correct. 

  

Signature(s) of the Proposers and Heads of the Departments/ Center 


